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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Living in a Satirical World

	TEACHER NAME

Linda McBride
	PROGRAM NAME

Warren County Career Center

	
	[Unit Title]
Point of View – Distinguishing from Satire

	NRS EFL(s)
6
	TIME FRAME
90 minutes

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.6.2
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.6.4 
R.6.3
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· The student will be able to identify the satirical techniques, and the desired reform in literature and cartoons. 

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· The student will be able to identify the satirical techniques, and the desired reform in Rick Riley's satirical essay "Weighed Down by Too Much Cash? Don't Worry, I'm Here to Help."
· Extension activity: Common Core Achieve: Mastering Essential Test Readiness Skills (Reading and Writing): Chapter 2: Analyze Relationships within Texts: Lesson 2.1: Sequence Events, Lesson 2.2: Infer Relationships between Events, People, and Ideas

· Extension activity: Common Core Achieve: Mastering Essential Test Readiness Skills (Reading and Writing): Chapter 5: Assess How Point of View Shapes Informational Text


	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Some knowledge that not everything is as it seems.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Ask students if they have heard or know what satire is. Most likely they will be uncertain. Explain that we live in a world filled with satire, but don’t realize it and it is important to understand it.
a. Satire is a technique employed by writers to expose and criticize foolishness and corruption of an individual or a society by using humor, irony, exaggeration or ridicule.
b. It intends to improve humanity by criticizing its follies and foibles. 
i. A writer in a satire uses fictional characters, which stand for real people, to expose and condemn their corruption.

ii. A writer may point a satire toward a person, a country or even the entire world. Usually, a satire is a comical piece of writing which makes fun of an individual or a society to expose its stupidity and shortcomings. In addition, he hopes that those he criticizes will improve their characters by overcoming their weaknesses.

2. Satire and irony are interlinked. 
a. Irony is the difference between what is said or done and what is actually meant. 
b. Therefore, writers frequently employ satire to point at the dishonesty and silliness of individuals and society and criticize them by ridiculing them.

3. Further clarification is included in Satire, Age of Satire and Anatomy of Satire. Distribute handout to students. 
a. Have students pair up and lead the class through reading the document and answering questions. Provide time for student questions and class discussion. Check in with students frequently to ensure they understand the content.
4. Ask the class if they can come up with some examples that they may have seen. Record responses on the board. If there aren’t many responses share the following examples with them.  

a. Examples of Satire in Everyday Life - Most political cartoons which we witness every day in newspapers and magazines are examples of satire. These cartoons criticize some recent actions of political figures in a comical way. 
b. Display the political cartoon in the Satire, Age of Satire and Anatomy of Satire. Model for the class what to look for in the cartoon using notes from the above document. 

c. Show the Satirical Cartoons PowerPoint. While going through the presentation have students turn and talk to answer the questions for each cartoon. Pause and discuss as a class. Circulate making sure all students are understanding. Also reduce amount of scaffolding as progress through the slides. Answers and discussion questions are located in We Live in a Satirical World Answers for Satirical Cartoons PowerPoint.
i. Have students work with a partner and discuss the questions located within the above document.
d. As a whole group come back together for a whole group discussion. Afterwards continue on with examples of satire.

5. Some shows on television are satire examples like The Daily Show, The Colbert Report, and The Larry Sanders Show. These shows claim to target what they think are stupid political and social viewpoints.

a. Here’s an example of Stephen Colbert’s social satire: “If this is going to be a Christian nation that doesn’t help the poor, either we have to pretend that Jesus was just as selfish as we are, or we’ve got to acknowledge that He commanded us to love the poor and serve the needy without condition and then admit that we just don’t want to do it.”
b. The role of satire is to ridicule or criticize those vices in the society, which the writer considers a threat to civilization. The writer considers it his obligation to expose these vices for the betterment of humanity. Therefore, the function of satire is not to make others laugh at persons or ideas they make fun of. It intends to warn the public and to change their opinions about the prevailing corruption/conditions in society.

c. At this point many realize they have heard or seen some of these forms of satire more often than they realized.
6. At the end of the first day have students give an example of satire for exit ticket and have them explain what makes it satire.
Day Two:

1. Remind students they will continue to discuss satire. Ask students if they remember the three reading components in satire: the target, the techniques, and the reform. Also review the different techniques from the handout. Advise them that it isn’t a complete list, but the most frequently used techniques.

2. Distribute copies of Life of Reilly included in Satire, Age of Satire, and Anatomy of Satire
a. Read the article aloud to the class having the students mark up the article with notes/questions.

b. Ask the following questions to gauge their responses “What did you notice? What do you think? What is your initial reaction?" See what other discussion comes out. Ask if they think it is an essay? Why or why not?
3. Show class how to use the graphic organizer located within the Satire, Age of Satire and Anatomy of Satire by asking what is the target? What is the evidence and what is the reform.  
a. After modeling one or two have students work independently to complete the essay. More blocks may be added. Circulate among students assisting.

b. Bring whole class back together and share out the findings with discussions.

c. As students leave have them write on an exit ticket one of the methods used for satire.
4. Extension activity: Common Core Achieve: Mastering Essential Test Readiness Skills (Reading and Writing): Chapter 2: Analyze Relationships within Texts: Lesson 2.1: Sequence Events, Lesson 2.2: Infer Relationships between Events, People, and Ideas

5. Extension activity: Common Core Achieve: Mastering Essential Test Readiness Skills (Reading and Writing): Chapter 5: Assess How Point of View Shapes Informational Text

	RESOURCES

Student copies of Satire, Age of Satire, and Anatomy of Satire (attached)

Funk, G. (n.d.). Satire, Age of Satire and Anatomy of Satire.docx. Retrieved from http://betterlesson.com/lesson/resource/2616498/satire-age-of-satire-and-anatomy-of-satire-docx
White/chalk board
Projector, ability to project
Computer with Internet access

Satirical Cartoons PowerPoint

Satirical Cartoons.pptx. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://betterlesson.com/lesson/resource/2619984/satirical-cartoons-pptx
We Live in a Satirical World Answers for Satirical Cartoons PowerPoint (attached)
Common core achieve: Mastering essential test readiness skills (Reading & Writing). (2015). Columbus, OH: McGraw-Hill Education.


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Additional support from instructor for pair work. 
· The reading Life of Reilly located in the Satire, Age of Satire and Anatomy of Satire could be put into rewordify.com if needed to reduce the reading level.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Our Satirical World: From Geoffrey Chaucer to John Stewart
Big Idea: We live in a world filled with satire.

Anatomy of Satire

Satire: A literary work that ridicules its subject through the use of techniques such as exaggeration, reversal, incongruity, and/or parody in order to make a comment or criticism about it.

Targets: In satire there are often two sets of targets. There is the narrator’s (or the overt) target and there is the author’s (or the implied) target. In order to understand the author’s target, the reader needs to recognize that the narrator’s target is not the true target of the piece. For example, in the graduation memo the overt target may be the high cost of graduation, but the implied target is the emphasis on national rankings of high schools such as those compiled by U. S. News and World Report.

Satirical Techniques

Exaggeration: To enlarge, increase, or represent something beyond normal bounds so that it becomes ridiculous and its faults can be seen. Hyperbole is a form of gross exaggeration. Both hyperbole and exaggeration are forms of overstatement. 

Understatement: To decrease or represent something as less significant so that it becomes ridiculous and its faults can be seen. 

Incongruity: To present things out of place or absurd in relation to surroundings. An oxymoron is a form of incongruity.

Reversal: To present the opposite of the normal order (such as the order of events, hierarchical order).

Parody: To imitate the techniques and/or style of some person, place or thing in order to mock it.

IRONY, the slipperiest of concepts …
Excerpts from A Rhetoric of Irony
A Rhetoric of Irony, by Wayne C. Booth, is the most respected book written on the subject of irony. Here is how Booth defines IRONY, the slipperiest of concepts. 

· “Every reader learns that some statements cannot be understood without rejecting what they seem to say” (1). That is, what does a statement say in contrast to what it means?

· “The surface meaning must be rejected, and another, incongruous, and ‘higher’ meaning must be found by reconstruction” (72). What is the surface meaning (literal meaning)? How should the audience reconstruct the literal statement?

· “Most ironies…are richer than any translation we might attempt in non-ironic language” (6).

· “Perhaps no other form of human communication does so much with such speed and economy” (13).

· “In stable irony (whether employing metaphor or not) the superiority of the new meaning is an aggressive or competitive superiority – the rejected meaning is in some real sense a rival or threat. Someone could say it and mean it literally, yet it must be totally rejected” (40). Why is rejecting the literal meaning absolutely necessary to understanding irony? 

Steps to reconstructing irony:

1. For example, my friend says, “Think it’ll rain?”

2. Surface meaning is nonsense, since it is raining.

3. Alternatives: he hasn’t noticed the rain – impossible – or he is cracking up and doesn’t know rain from shine – unlikely – or he is kidding.

4. I decide that he cannot not know it is raining.

5. I construct a meaning in harmony with that decision: His words mean “hello my good friend who understands me is it not a rainy day that we are enduring together by making something mildly humorous out of what might otherwise have been reason for grousing it is good to see you who thank goodness understand ironic joshing when you hear it and are not too critical even if it is rather stale and feeble” (12).

What irony is NOT:

· Ironies of fate are not true irony. This would include someone dying of a heart attack as they were about to sign life insurance papers. (Please see Alanis Morrisette’s famous song “Isn’t it Ironic” does not really have much irony in it – except maybe the fact that a song about ironies doesn’t list ironic situations).

· Irony is never accidental. It is always intentional.
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Satire to Criticism: Deconstructing Editorial Cartoons
Directions: They say a picture is worth a thousand words. Today, you will attempt to describe one in fifty. Working with a partner, consider the following editorial cartoon. Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper:

1. What do you think the cartoon is criticizing?

2. Who might be its target? What evidence do you have to support your response?

3. What satirical techniques do you see being used to create this criticism? That is, how does the cartoonist create criticism? Explain.

Designing an Editorial Cartoon
Creation of a satire requires three steps:

1. Identify a target.

2. Identify aspects of that target worthy of ridicule.

3. Use the satirical techniques (exaggeration, understatement, incongruity, absurdity, irony and parody) to call attention to those aspects.

You will use these steps to create a rough draft of an editorial cartoon.

Step One: Meet with your partner to brainstorm a list of possible targets. Together come up with nine. Remember, your targets do not need to be national, political targets. Think local and small. What bothers you daily? Or you could think about pop culture. However, avoid personal attacks on private people. It is, however, acceptable to target a group or an organization.

1. ________________
2.  ________________
3.  ________________

4.  ________________
5.  ________________
6.  ________________

6.  ________________
8. ________________
9. _________________

Step Two: Meet with your partner. Select three of your potential targets and brainstorm three aspects/characteristics of the target worthy of ridicule.

	Target 1
	Target 2
	Target 3

	1.


	1.
	1.

	2.


	2.
	2.

	3.


	3.
	3.


Step Three: Meet with your Cartooning group. Share your ideas. Pick one. Draw a draft version (stick figures of a cartoon. 

Exit Ticket: Your exit ticket from class is the draft of your cartoon.
LIFE OF REILLY

“Weighed down by too much cash? Don't worry, I'm here to help.” by Rick Reilly
Congrats, newly minted NBA rookie!

Now you've been drafted. Next comes the delicious multimillion-dollar contract. And that's when you must do what most NBA players do: start going through cash like Jack Black through the Keebler factory.

Filing for bankruptcy is a long-standing tradition for NBA players, 60% of whom, according to the Toronto Star, are broke five years after they retire. The other 40% deliver the Toronto Star.

It's not just NBA players who have the fiscal sense of the Taco Bell Chihuahua. All kinds of athletes wind up with nothing but lint in their pockets. And if everyone from Johnny Unitas to Sheryl Swoopes to Lawrence Taylor can do it, so can you! With my How to Go Bankrupt* DVD series, it's a layup to go belly-up!

Ten essentials, just to get you started:

1. Screw up, deny it, then fight by using every lawyer and dime you have. Roger Clemens just sold his Bentley, reportedly to pay legal bills. Marion Jones lawyered herself broke before she finally copped and went to prison. Paging Mr. Bonds, Mr. Barry Bonds.

2. Buy a house the size of Delaware. Evander Holyfield was in danger of losing his 54,000-square-foot pad outside Atlanta, and it's a shame. He had almost visited all 109 rooms!

3. Buy many, many cars. Baseball slugger Jack Clark had 18 cars and owed money on 17 when he went broke. And don't get just boring Porsches and Mercedes. Go for Maybachs. They sell for as much as $375,000—even though they look like Chrysler 300s—and nobody will ever know how to pronounce them, much less fix them.

4. Buy a jet. They burn money like the Pentagon. Do you realize it costs $50,000 just to fix the windshield on one? Scottie Pippen borrowed $4.375 million to buy some wings and spent God knows how much more for insurance, pilots and fuel. Finally, his wallet cried uncle. The courts say he still owes $5 million, including interest. See you in coach, Scottie! (For that matter, why not a yacht? Latrell Sprewell kept his 70-foot Italian-made yacht tied up in storage until the bank repossessed it, in August 2007. He probably sat at home and cried about that—until the bank foreclosed on his house, this past May.)

5. Spend stupid money on other really stupid stuff. In going from $300 million up to $27 million down, Mike Tyson once spent $9,180 in two months to care for his white tiger. That's why Iron Mike's picture is on our logo!

6. Hire an agent who sniffs a lot and/or is constantly checking the scores on his BlackBerry. Those are the kinds of guys who will suck up your dough like a street-sweeper. Ex-Knick Mark Jackson once had a business manager he thought he could trust. Turned out the guy was forging Jackson's signature on checks—an estimated $2.6 million worth—to feed a gambling jones. "And it wasn't like I was a rookie—I was a veteran," Jackson says. The only reason he says he's getting some money back is because he didn't … 

7. Sign over power of attorney. What's it mean? Who cares? Just sign! The guy you're signing it over to knows. And while you play Xbox, he'll be buying large portions of Switzerland for himself. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar let an agent named Tom Collins have power of attorney once, and it cost Kareem $9 million before he figured it out.

8. Spend like the checks will never stop. Also known as the Darren McCarty method. Despite earning $2.1 million a year, Red Wing McCarty, who started a rock band called Grinder, went splat by investing in everything but fur socks ($490,000 in unlikely-to-be-repaid loans) and gambling large ($185,000 in casino markers). In other words, a Tuesday for John Daly.

9. Just ball. Don't write your own checks. Don't drive your own car. Don't raise your own kids. Just be a tall slab of skilled meat for others to feast on. Not to worry. It'll be over before you know it.

10. Most of all, set up a huge support system around you. It'll be years before you'll realize they call it a support system because you're the only one supporting it. They're all on full-ride scholarships at the University of You. "Guys go broke because they surround themselves with people who help them go broke," says ex-NBA center Danny Schayes, who now runs No Limits Investing in Phoenix. "I know all-time NBA, top-50 guys who sold their trophies to recover."

See, kid? You can be a top-50 guy!

So order my How to Go Bankrupt series now, and get this empty refrigerator box to sleep in, absolutely free! 

Finding Targets in “Weighed Down by too Much Cash”

Directions: In your groups, mark the essay for satirical elements; complete the following chart. Add more boxes if necessary. 

	Target
	Line (direct quote plus line number)
	Analysis (What is the criticism?)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


We Live in a Satirical World Answers for Satirical Cartoons PowerPoint

Cartoon 1: Violent Video Game
I showed the class each cartoon in turn and posed the questions for discussion.

The first cartoon, which depicts a child playing a violent video game as the parent reads a newspaper article about school shootings, generated disagreement about the target. Some students believed the target to be "video games" and others thought "parenting." I told students there is evidence to support both. 

The students identified "exaggeration" as a technique and named the size of the child's controller. Others identified the irony inherent in the parent's question as his child played a violent game. 

Some students wanted to talk about their beliefs regarding whether or not playing violent games leads to violent behavior. I steered them from this topic because that's "chasing a rabbit" and getting away from the analysis of the cartoons. Instead, I suggested they think about that topic for future research. 

In terms of the reform, students identified "play less violent games." 

Cartoon 2: Student Grades
The discussion for the second cartoon led to students' confusion about the target. Some thought the cartoon targeted students. Ultimately, a student identified NCLB and other reforms as promoting the idea that all kids should be the same and that we can't promote any achieving more than the others. I told students this is "the Lake Woebegone mentality from Garrison Keillor's Lake Woebegone Days, where all the children are above average." 

The main technique students identified is "reversal," which led to a discussion about how we should celebrate academic achievement. 

I asked students: "Have you ever been in a class where a student bragged about a bad grade? Have you been in a class in which the teacher grades on a curve and some students get upset with the student who scores too high to have a curve? Have you ever been in a class where the teacher wastes a lot of time and you feel as though you haven't learned much?" I posed these as rhetorical questions rather than as ones that would allow students to get off focus. 

Arriving at the reform was difficult for students, but several offered: "Praise academic success."

Cartoon 3: Super Bowl Bowling
For the first question students had difficulty identifying the target as either the game of football or the NFL. They wanted to name the players as the target. One student said, "They have a choice. Nobody makes them play." I said, "I see your point, but let's stay focused on analyzing the cartoon rather than debating the merits of playing." 

In terms of the techniques, the students named "incongruity" and explained that we don't expect to see football and bowling placed side-by-side. 

Additionally, students identified the brain bowling balls as a metaphor for players' brains during a game. 

After some discussion, we arrived at the idea that the cartoon targets the NFL, which I told students has done a good job suppressing the evidence of traumatic head injury.

Cartoon 4: 81 Types of High School Students
I read the captions in the cartoon to students and emphasized the references to Hollywood, which helped students identify the movie industry as the target. 

The primary techniques used by the cartoonist according to the students are hyperbole and understatement. This is interesting for two reasons: First, 81 is a large number, which suggests hyperbole, according to my students. Second, "each person is an individual, unlike any others, which is understatement." 

When I asked, what reform does the cartoon promote, students readily said, "Stop stereotyping teenagers!"

Cartoon 5: NSA
I admit to a little subversion in choosing this cartoon. The image of an NSA agent holding a copy of 1984 provided the opportunity for me to share the importance of classic literature with students, for without having read the novel, it's almost impossible to understand the cartoon. This allusion is one of the cartoonist's techniques. 

I was also able to share the idea that popular YA dystopian literature is grounded in 1984 and in Brave New World. 

I do have one student who has read 1984 and was able to share his knowledge about the book, too. This led to the class identifying the NSA as the target and as the entity needing reform. 

Students also mentioned that the library looks suspiciously like the White House and noted that the Obama Administration has continued the erosion of privacy rights that arguably began with the Patriot Act after 9-11.
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